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Kansas Senate quashes public’s right to know

Sen. Jeff King mounts one-man
battle against open records

By DANE HICKS
Anderson County Review

Yinr and your spouse are
sitting in your living room
ratching Laverne & Shirley
re-runs some night when all
of & sudden vou hear a win-
dow break and something
that leoks like a jelly jar
lands on the floor nearby.

Befors you can gei up to
see what happened. the stun
grenade  detonates — the
flash blinding vou for a few
seconds and the ringing in
vour ears has you completely
disoriented. Tn a little more
than one second vou amd
vour wife are face down on
the carpet with a SWAT ream
member’s knees on the back
of your neck. handeufted and
arrested.

Hours later when the mess
is sorted out. they let yom out
of jail with an apology Oops.
Sty You weren't who we
were looking for Just a big
misunderstanding.  You're
free to go.

Likemost people, vou want
i know “why?” What in the
world made the cops thi
You were a (‘E}l]]g.:é}'l'{)ll.\‘ orn
nal drug suspect? What in-
formation led them to freat
vou like this and where did it
come from?

The answer — the informa-
tion the police and prosecu-
tor submitted to the judze to
Dase yomr grrest warrant —
is listed in a court document
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called a “probable cause af-
fidavit.” In any other state
in the union, you can make
a public records request, get
a copy of that affidavit, and
find out just why vou were
arrested.

But not in Kansas, Owr
Legislature keeps it secret.

Think I'm kidding? The
scenario above is pretiy close
to what happened to Robert
and Adlvin Harte in John-
son County. After a year in
court and $25,000 of their
own money paid in legal fees

Meanwhile, at the Kansas Senate
Judiciary Committee meeting...

Want to know why the cops arrested

your grandma?

to unseal an affidavit, these
two former CIA agents with
gsecurity clearances found out
Robert'stripto a hydroponics
stare for his tomato garden
and some tea leaves Adlynn
threw out in the trash were
all that cops and prosecuiors
needed to send a SWAT teaun
to thelr front door muly one
morning. They didn't find an
indoor marijuann growing
operation o1 any other drugs.
For the Hartes to get answers
— nof to mention the huwmili-
atiom was expensive in-
deed.

A Dhill that caine out of the
Kangas House this session
wotlld have changed thut.
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but thanks to the Senate Ju-
diclary  Commitiee headed
by Republican Senator Jeff
King from Independence, it
ot gurted and the impertant
provisions regarding arvests
deleted. King even seconded
the motion on the newtered
Bbill when no vne else on his
cemmittee would.

On Wednesday, the Senate
did not allow debate on the
bill, essentially killing it.

The resuit, Kansans will
remainn deprived of thehr
freedom, treated like crimi-
nals, and never know the rea-
soning of the cops and mos-
ecutor and judee who did it
o them.

This is KANSAS, and here, it's none of
your DAMN BUSINESS!

How can Republicans like
Jeff King - stalwaris of the
party that supposedly will
stand up for open govern-
ment and individual rights
— still hold to a policy that
seems more like it came
from the Kremlin than the
Sunflower State? That's a
guestion Sen. King and his
cohorts should answer. Fun-
ny how, when they're eam-
paigning. politicians ecan't
say enongh ahont how much
they believe in open govern-
ment, But elect them and we
see how things chenge when
the rubber meets the road.

Opponents say they fear
too much pre-trial peblicity
will taint a case if too much
of that information is avail-
able. But the fact is that no
crimmal convietion in Koan-
sas huas ever been overturned
dae te prearvial publicity
They may have been ovelr-
furned because cops. pros-
eculors o judges are later
found to have screwed up —
but never because a newspa-
per or TV station ran a news
story

The public shouid be able
te see those affiduvits, The
work of cops, prosecutors
and judges should be subject
fo the same public serutiny
a5 the worli of any other pub-
lic official, especially when it
can deprive Kansans of their
freedom and the sanceity of
their humes.

Kuns deserves
than rhis.

Dane Hicks is editor and
publisher of  the Anderson
Caunty Review.
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